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We claim: 

1 A method for treating a host infected with hepatitis B comprising administering 
an effective amount of an anti-HBV biologically active 2^deo^-p-L-erythro- 
pentofuranonucleoside or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt fx prodrug thereof, wherein the 2'- 
deoxy-p-L-erythro-pentofuranonucleoside has the formula: 
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wherein R is selected from the group consisting Wrtraigbt chained, branched or cyclic alkyl, 
CO-alkyl, CO-aryl, CO-alkoxyalkyl, CO-aryloxyalkyl, CO-substituted aryl, alkylsulfonyl, 
arylsulfonyl, aralkylsulfonyl, amino acid residue ,Lno, di, or triphosphate, or a phosphate 
derivative; and BASE is a purine or pyrimidine l(ase which may be optionally substituted. 

2. The method of claim^, whereii/the 2'-deoxy-P-L-erythro-pentofuranonucleoside 
is p-L-2'-deoxyadenosine or a pharmaceutica/ly acceptable salt or prodrug thereof, of the 
formula: 




wherein R is H, mono, di or tri Lsphate, acyl, or alkyl, or a stabilized phosphate derivative (to 
form a stabilized nucleotide prodrug). 




3. The method of claim 1, wherein the 2^deo Xy y-L-erythro-pentofuranonucl e o S ide 
is p-L-2'-deoxycytidine or pharmaceutically acceptable salt j prodrug thereof of the formula: 
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di or tri phosphate, acyl, or alkyl, or a stabilized phosphate derivative (to 



wherein R is H,mono,i 
oral a stabilzied nucleotide prodrug). 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein m e^deoxy-P-L-erythro-pentofuranonucleoside 

3 is p-L-2'-deoxyuridine or pharmaceutically acc 
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kble salt or prodrug thereof of the formula: 



RO- 



wherein R is H, mono, di or tri phosphate,/cyl, or alkyl, or a stabilized phosphate derivative (to 

form a stabilzied nucleotide prodrug). 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the 2'-deoxy-P-L-erythro-pentolmanonucleo S ide 
is p-L-2'-deoxyguanosine or pharmaceutically acceptable salt or prodrug thereof of the formula: 
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wherein R is H, mono, di or tri phosphate, acyl, or alkyl|or a stabilized phosphate derivative (to 
form a stabilized nucleotide prodrug). 

6 The method of elaim 1, wherein the 2^ieoxy^ryth ro -pentofuranonueleos.de 
is p -L-2'-deoxyinosine or pharm^rically acceptabje salt or prodrug thereof of the formula: 
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or 



alkyl, or a stabilized phosphate derivative (to 



wherein R is H, mono, di or tri phosphate,y 
form a stabilized nucleotide prodrug). 

n The method of claim 1, JJn the 2 '-deoxy-P-L-erythro-pentofuranonucleoside 



is p-L-thymidine or a pharmaceutical* acceptable salt or prodrug thereof of the formula: 



HN 



wherein R is H, mono, di or tri p/osphate, acyl, or alkyl, or a stabilized phosphate derivative (to 

form a stabilized nucleotide prodrug). 

gT A method for t/eating a host infected with hepatitis B comprising administering 
an effective amount of two o/more anti-HBV biologically active 2'-deoxy-P-L-erythro. 
pentoforanonucleosides or aLarmaceutically acceptable salt or prodrug thereof in combination 
or alternation, wherein the /^deoxy-P-L-erythro-pentofiiranonucleosides have the formula: 
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3ASE 



wherein R is selected from the group consisting ft H, straight chained, branched or cyclic alkyl 
CO-alkyl, CO-aryl, CO-alkoxyalkyl, CO-aryUalkyl, CO-substituted aryl, alkylsulfonyl, 
arylsulfonyl, aralkylsulfonyl, amino acid residie, mono, di, or triphosphate, or a phosphate 
derivative; and BASE is a purine or pyrimidh/e base which may be optionally substituted 
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A method for treating a host 
an effective amount of an anti-HBV biologj 
pentofuranonucleoside or a pharmace 
or alternation with an additional anti| 
pentofuranonucleoside has the formula: 
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fected with hepatitis B comprising administering 
;ally,active 2'-deoxy-p-L-erythro- 

:eptable salt or prodrug thereof in combination 
B agent, wherein the 2'-deoxy-p-L-erythro- 



BASE 
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wherein R is selected from the gr/up consisting of H, straight chained, branched or cyclic alkyl, 
CO-alkyl, CO-aryl, CO-alkoxya)kyl, CO-aryloxyalkyl, CO-substituted aryl, alkylsulfonyl, 
arylsulfonyl, aralkylsulfonyl, aiino acid residue, mono, di, or triphosphate, or a phosphate 
derivative; and BASE is a puri/e or pyrimidine base which may be optionally substituted. 

10. The method of/cjaimj, wherein the additional anti-hepatitis B agent is selected 
from the group consisting of/sTC, FTC, L-FMAU, DAPD, famciclovir, penciclovir, BMS- 
200475, bis pom PMEA Jefovir, dipivoxil); lobucavir, ganciclovir, and ribavarin 

1 lT A compour^a or pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt or prodrug thereof of the 

formula: 
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wherein R is H, mono, di or tri phosphate, a<jyl, or alkyl, or a stabilized phosphate derivative (to 

form a stabilized nucleotide prodrug). 

12. A pharmaceutical composit/on comprising an effective amount of a compound of 
claim 1 1 in combination with a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier. 





56 



